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INCIDENT SUMMARY 
IAB NUMBER SH010778 


On September 17, 1996, Lt. Roberta Abner and Sergeants Lee and Gjendem from the Internal 
Affairs Bureau, responded to the Malibu area to conduct a force review of a deputy involved 
shooting wherein one suspect had been shot. Lt. Joe Brown from the Homicide Bureau responded 
with a team of investigators to conduct the criminal investigation (refer to Exhibit A for the case 
investigation), Deputy Jeff Scroggins, Force Training Unit, was on scene for the training review. 


On September 17, 1996, at about 0400 hours, a briefing was held at Lost Hills Station by the Lost 
Hills Narcotics Team regarding the surveillance of a marijuana field in the mountains near 2300 
Kanan Road, Malibu. The area had originally been observed by an LASD helicopter pilot, who 
later took Narcotics personnel to view the site. Narcotics Bureau deputies had been to the site on 
a number of occasions to look for suspects, but never encountered any. On this date, they decided 
to set up One last surveillance prior to eradication of the marijuana. Those in attendance were 
Sergeant Sam Jones, , and Deputies Gary Spencer, A. Robert Knudson, AO, 
and John Cater, , from the Lost Hills Narcotics Team, and Sergeant Bob Olmstead, 
$B, and Deputy David Busk, AN, from the Crescenta Valley Narcotics Team. 


Each Detective was wearing green camouflage fatigues, with a shirt that had Department patches 
on the shoulders, a cloth badge on the left breast, a cloth name tag on the right breast, and a large 
“SHERIFF” patch on the back. They each had a black webbed gun belt with their duty weapon, 
handcuffs, and ammunition pouches. 


At about 0530 hours, Sergeant Jones dropped off Sergeant Olmstead and Deputies Spencer, 
Knudson, Cater and Busk on the fire road just south of 2300 Kanan Rd. The deputies began their 
hike to the location which is several miles from Kanan Rd, They walked down the fire road to an 
open area near a pump house and, with a little distance between themselves, stopped to listen to 
their surroundings. They had also decided wait until daylight before traversing the difficult trail to 
the marijuana site. Within about 5-10 minutes, two men, later identified as Suspects Carrillo and 
Camacho, were observed approaching them. 


The two suspects, one of whom was carrying a large plastic garbage bag, walked towards the 
deputies' location, one directly in front of the other. As they neared, Suspect Carrillo pulled a 
large revolver out of his waistband and held it in his hand. At this point, the suspects were at the 
open area, and without saying a word, Suspect Carrillo moved forward across the open area and 
when he got to a certain point on the path, stopped and then the other suspect followed. It 
appeared to the deputies that this was some sort of tactical maneuver. Because of darkness and 
knowing that at least one of the men was armed, as well as being unsure as to whether the two men 
were, in fact, the marijuana growers, the deputies decided not to confront them at that time. The 
suspects then walked down the path towards the location of the marijuana field. If the men walked 
to the marijuana grow, the deputies were going to monitor their activities and arrest them after they 
left the site. 


Sergeant Jones requested additional personnel from the Santa Clarita Narcotics Team, a K-9 unit, 


and Aero Bureau. Sergeant William Thompson, , and Deputy Byron Wainie, an. 
from the Special Enforcement Bureau's K-9 Unit, arrived at about 0730 hours. Deputies Kerry 
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Levenson, ni , Anthony Adragna, Hl. Edward Nordskog, MN. and Tony Shapiro, 
from the 


anta Clarita Narcotics Team, arrived at about 0930 hours and were briefed by 
= Jones. Each deputy was dressed as described above. 


The plan was to wait for the suspects to exit the marijuana grow and walk to the open paved area 
at the head of the trail near the pump house where they would be taken into custody. The deputies 
then strategically deployed around this area and along the trail in two-man teams so the suspects 
would be surrounded once they were in this area. The K-9 unit was up on Kanan Rd. waiting in 
case there was a foot pursuit, Deputy Levenson was partnered with Sergeant Jones; Deputy 
Adragna was partnered with Deputy Knudson; and Deputies Nordskog and Shapiro were 
partnered with each other. 


Between 1100-1200 hours, Deputies Cater and Spencer hiked into the marijuana grow and 
confirmed that the two men who passed them earlier were the marijuana growers. They observed 
them for several hours watering and harvesting the marijuana plants. At about 1830 hours, they 
moved back to a position with Sergeant Olmsted and Deputy Busk who were in a position of 
surveillance of the bag that had been left on the trail by the suspects. The bag contained blankets, 
probably for use if the suspects were to spend the night at the marijuana site. 


At about 1905 hours, Sergeant Olmsted and the three deputies saw the suspects return for the bag 
and begin walking down the trail toward the designated arrest area. Sergeant Olmsted advised the 
other deputies by a prearranged radio signal, 4 clicks of the mic, that the suspects would be 
approaching them shortly, Sergeant Olmsted and the three deputies went to an adjacent river bed 
and followed the suspects as they walked on the trail. Prior to reaching the predesignated area, the 
suspects stopped as if to listen, and then began walking up a very steep hill off the trail. Deputy 
Busk, advised the other deputies as to the suspects change in direction and began walking up the 
hill to try and keep them in sight. Deputies Shapiro and Nordskog, who were nearby, followed 
Deputy Busk up the hill at about a distance of 10 yards. Deputies Cater and Spencer ran down the 
hill near the creek bed in order to try and contain the suspects, while Sergeant Olmsted ran 
perpendicular to the trail in an attempt to cut off the suspects. 


When Deputy Busk reached the top of the hill, he looked around a bush and saw the suspects 
standing about 30 feet away looking downhill, as if trying to decide which way to go. Their right 
sides were facing Deputy Busk and Busk saw that Suspect Carrillo was holding a revolver in his 
right hand. Deputy Busk stepped around the bush in a crouched position with his gun in his left 
hand and his flashlight in his right hand, extended away from his body, illuminating the suspects 
even though it was dusk. He yelled, “Policia, manos arriba,” meaning, “Police, hands up.” 
Realizing he really didnt want the suspects raising their hands since Carrillo was holding a gun, 
he quickly yelled, “No se mueva,” meaning, “don’t move.” Suspect Carrillo then took one step 
with his right foot, raised his arm and pointed his gun at Deputy Busk. Deputy Busk fired one time 
at Carrillo and then ducked to his right behind the bush for some sort of concealment. A couple 
seconds later, thinking that the suspects would have moved, Busk looked around the bush and saw 
Carrillo still pointing the revolver in his direction. Busk then fired (2) two round bursts at Carrillo 
and ducked behind the bush again. He saw the revolver “fly” out of Carrillo’s hand, believed that 
Carrillo threw it. Later it turns out that one of his bullets had struck the revolver and Carrillo’s 
hand. Now, realizing that Deputies Shapiro and Nordskog were immediately behind him, Busk 
looked again and saw that the suspects had moved and hidden somewhere in the brush. 


Deputies Shapiro and Nordskog had now joined Deputy Busk and they moved forward toward 
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where the suspects had been standing. They found the suspect’s revolver, a blue steel Smith & 
Wesson, 586, 4 inch barrel, in the bushes where Carrillo had been standing. It was loaded with six 
rounds and its hammer was cocked. Deputy Sharpiro retrieved the revolver and decocked it. 
Deputy Shapiro yelled K-9 warnings in Spanish in the area where the suspects were last seen, 
stating that a dog would be looking for them. Soon after, both suspects surrendered without 
further incident. The K-9 units were never deployed. 


Paramedics treated Suspect Carrillo and he was transported to Santa Monica Hospital. He 
received a gunshot wound to his right thigh, and a grazing wound to his right index and middle 
fingers. Suspect Camacho was not injured and was transported to Lost Hills Station. No deputies 
were injured. 


Deputy Busk’s Beretta was inspected by Homicide Detectives. Deputy Busk said that he carries 
the weapon loaded with one round in the chamber and fifteen rounds in the magazine. When 
examined, it was loaded with one round in the chamber and ten rounds in the magazine, indicating 
that five rounds had been fired. Four expended 9mm casings were found at the scene. 


On June 11, 1997, the District Attorneys Office wrote a letter of opinion concluding that Deputy 
Busk acted reasonably and in self-defense (refer to Exhibit B). 


WITNESS STATEMENTS 


Deputy Shapiro said that he and Deputy Nordskog were designated as part of the arrest team. He 
said they were positioned in a thick brush area near the creek bed, adjacent to the open asphalt 
area, the designated arrest location. At about 1900 hours, Sergeant Olmsted advised him over the 
radio that the suspects were walking toward he and Deputy Nordskog. Seconds later, he saw the 
suspects walking toward them and then suddenly turn and begin running up a steep hill toward the 
marijuana site. He said that Deputy Busk gave chase up the hill with he and Nordskog following 
behind. He was about 15 feet behind Busk when he saw him stop suddenly and crouch down into 
a shooting position while yelling, “Policia, policia, no se mueva,” meaning “Police, police, don't 
move,” in Spanish. Busk then fired one shot toward the suspects and he, Shapiro, then dove into a 
bush for concealment. He looked up and saw Busk fire an additional three rounds. He saw the 
suspects run down the hill into a ravine and out of sight. They then set up a containment to keep 
the suspects from returning to the marijuana site. He gave a K-9 advisement in Spanish and 
seconds later, both suspects gave up. He said he did not see if either suspect was armed, but after 
the shooting he recovered a revolver with its hammer cocked, from a bush next to the trail. 


Deputy Nordskog said that he and Deputy Shapiro were designated as part of the arrest team, and 
they deployed along the creek bed. Between 1900 and 1930 hours, he was advised over the radio 
that the suspects were walking away from the marijauna site toward a plastic bag which they had 
left on the trail. The suspects picked up the bag and continued walking toward the arrest site. He 
said that when the suspects came within 30-40 yards of him, they stopped, looked around and 
began walking up a fire trail away from his position. He then advised the other deputies via radio. 
As the suspects began walking up the steep hill, Deputy Busk followed them with Deputy Shapiro 
and he following behind Busk. He then heard Deputy Busk yell, “Policia, policia, manos arriba,” 
meaning, “Police, police, hands up,” in Spanish. He heard one shot, a short pause and then three 
or four more shots. He heard more yelling by Deputy Busk and running sounds. He saw one of 
the suspects run up the hill and then off the side of the trail into some bushes, He and Shapiro ran 
up the steep hill to Deputy Busk's position. While running up the trail, he saw a revolver in the 


3 TAB% SH010778 


bushes. A short time later, Suspect Carrillo began walking toward them. When they arrested him, 
they saw blood on his pants and realized he had been shot, 


Sergeant Olmsted said that he and Deputy Busk took up a position of surveillance of the bag that 
the suspects had left on the trail. At about 1900 to 1915 hours, he was told that the suspects were 
leaving the marijuana site. Deputies Cater and Spencer then joined he and Busk. He said it was 
still light out and he saw the suspects walking towards the bag. After picking up the bag, the 
suspects left walking on the trail toward the designated arrest site. He advised the awaiting 
deputies that the suspects would be approaching them shortly. While this was occurring, he said 
he and Deputy Busk went to an adjacent riverbed and followed the suspects as they walked on the 
trail. He said Busk advised the other deputies that the suspects were running up a steep hill. He 
said he began to run perpendicular to the mountain trail in an attempt to cut off the suspects as they 
fled. He then heard Busk yelling, “Policia,” and other words, three or four times, and then one 
shot, a few seconds pause, and then three to four more shots. He then heard the suspects running 
and Busk yelling, “Freeze, police.” There was also radio traffic regarding the shooting and the 
location of the suspects as they ran. He did not see either suspect with a handgun, but did hear 
over the radio that one of the suspects was armed. 


Deputy Spencer said that he and Deputy Cater were positioned near the creek bed at the foot of the 
hillside. At about 1905 hours, Deputy Busk advised them over the radio that the suspects had left 
the marijuana field and were walking in their direction. Seconds later, he heard Deputy Busk 
advise on the radio that the suspects were running up a steep hill toward the marijuana grow. He 
then heard Deputy Busk yelling, “No se mueva,” meaning, “Police, dont move,” followed by four 
or five shots. He then heard Deputy Busk yelling that one of the suspects was armed. He did not 
see the shooting or the arrest of the suspects. 


Deputy Cater said that he and Deputies Spencer and Busk and Sergeant Olmsted began following 
the suspects after they picked up the bag from the trail. He saw the suspects stop and then turn and 
run up a steep hill. Deputy Busk began following the suspects as he and Spencer paralleled the 
suspects along the creek bed. He heard yelling from above and the words, “Policia” and “Police,” 
followed by four to six shots, and then radio traffic that deputies had fired the shots and no 
deputies were hurt. He did not see the shooting or the arrest of the suspects. 


Deputy Knudson said that he and Deputy Adragna were hiding along the trail at about dusk when 
he heard over the radio that the suspects were exiting the marijuana field. They remained hidden 
and waited for the suspects. He saw the suspects appear on the trail and then stop about 20 feet 
from him and converse with one another. He could only see the top part of their bodies. They had 
not reached the designated point of arrest yet. The suspects then began to walk along the trail up 
a hill when he lost sight of them. He then heard a deputy speak in spanish and use the word, 
“Policia,” followed by four or five gunshots. He did not see the shooting or arrest of the suspects. 


Deputy Adragna said that he and Deputy Knudson deployed and hid in an are.. near a trail. At 
about dusk, he heard a deputy advise via radio that the suspects had exited the marijuana grow and 
were moving in their direction. He also heard one of the deputies say on the radio that the suspects 
may have become aware of their presence, A few moments later, he heard a deputy shout, “Police, 
and possibly, “Halt,” or “Manos arriba.” He also heard a deputy shouting in spanish, but he didn't 
understand what was said, He heard over the radio that there was a foot pursuit, and a few 
moments later, he heard four or five shots. He did not see the suspects or the shooting, but he said 
the movements of the suspects were being coordinated over the radio. He did not herr any 
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mention of the suspects being armed as they exited the marijuana field or during the foot pursuit. 


Sergeant Jones said that at or near dusk, he heard deputies broadcast over the radio that the 
suspects were moving and exiting the marijuana grow. He then requested that the K-9 unit begin 
moving closer to the designated arrest site in case they were to run. He and Deputy Levenson were 
hiding next to a small structure on the drive way, close to the trail. He saw the suspects stop on the 
trail about 90 yards away, and begin looking around. He could not see if either suspect was armed. 
He then heard a deputy on the radio say that the suspects were aware of their presence. The 
suspects then began to move up the hill and he lost sight of them. A few moments later, he heard 
Deputy Busk shout, “Freeze! Police! Policia! Manos arriba!” He then heard one shot, a pause, 
and three to four more shots. He did not see the shooting, nor did he see the foot pursuit. 


Deputy Levenson said that just before dusk, he heard one of the deputies advise via the radio that 
the suspects were moving and were going to exit the marijuana field. He and Sergeant Jones 
positioned themselves near a stream bed at the bottom of the hill. He saw two people moving on 
the side of the hill, about 60-70 yards away. He said the suspects stopped and began looking 
around, and then began walking again. He lost sight of them as they walked up the hill. A few 
moments later, he heard a deputy shout, “Freeze! Manos Ariba! Policia! Sheriff!” Then he 
heard a gunshot, a pause, and then four more gunshots. He did not see the shooting, nor did he see 
the foot pursuit. 


Sergeant Thompson and Deputy Wainie overheard radio traffic related to the shooting, but they did 
not actually hear the gunshots. 


Suspect Carrillo admitted to cultivating the marijuana, but denied possessing a revolver at any 


time. 


He said that as he and Suspect Camacho were walking out ofthe marijuana site, Camacho told 
him that he saw a man nearby, so they decided to hide. They then ran up a hill and were chased by 
men he thought were workers. He said the men shot him, and that had he known they were 
policemen, he wouldn't have run. 


Suspect Camacho also admitted to cultivating the marijuana. He said that Suspect Carrillo, his 
brother-in-law, always carried a gun while working in the marijuana field. He also said Carrillo 
always had the gun out while walking into or out of the marijuana field, and that he walked behind 
him because he was afraid. He said as they left the Marijana field, he saw people in front of him 
in an arroyo. Both he and Carrillo thought the men were robbers who would steal the marijuna, so 
they walked up the hill away from the men. He then saw three men following them, and the men 
were yelling in Spanish, “Policia, los manos arriba.” He did not believe the men were police and 
he ran off the trail and hid in a ravine. However, he also said that Suspect Carrillo had instructed 
him to run if they were ever confronted by police. Carrillo told him that he had run and escaped 
from police the previous summer at another marijuana field near the one where they were arrested. 


Suspect Camacho said he believes that Carrillo had the gun down by his leg when the men yelled, 
“Policia,” although he wasn't certain. He then heard gunshots and Carrillo crying. He said he 
decided to come out of hiding when he heard something about letting a dog go and that it would 
bite them. 
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